Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – May 10, 2006
Present:  Heather Carlos, Bob Pulaski, Bill Shepard, Li Shen, Pat Weyrick
Absent:  Scott Stokoe, Ted Levin, Jennifer Davey
Guest:  Ehrhard Frost

1) Minutes from the April 12th, 2006 meeting were approved.

2) The Commission plans to sponsor walks on the following dates:

· May 14th at 8pm– Woodcock at PMNA led by Bill Shepard

· May 21st at 7am– Birding at PMNA led by Bill Shepard

· May 21st at 10am– Spring Ephemerals led by Ehrhard Frost

Bill Shepard will post on the elementary school bulletin.

Heather will produce fliers which Ehrhard will post around town.  

Heather/Jennifer will ensure they are posted on the listserv and in the town newsletter.

The Vernal Pools walk was cancelled as several other groups are leading similar walks.

3) The Commission will sponsor an Invasive Plant “booth” at the recycling center on May 13th.  This will include the posters Li made for town meeting, handouts and examples of the plants will be provided by the following people:


Honeysuckle - Li



Buckthorn – Ehrhard



Bittersweet – Heather



Goutweed - Heather


Booth Staffing:


8am – Jennifer



9am - Pat



10am – Li



11am – Ehrhard

4) Need to hire someone to brushhog and perform invasive control on PMNA.  The WHIP grant is providing matching funds for this work.  Bill will coordinate with Ellis Paige about mowing.  

For the invasive control, Garlon-4, a herbicide which chemically girdles the plant, will be applied to individual stems.  This can not be applied in the buffer zone along the river.  Ehrhard will contact Andrew Maves Vegetation Control about giving us a quote for this work.
5) Motorized vehicles have been driving on a woods road on the Hughes Property.  Ehrhard has several signs which he will provide to Bill for posting.  We will need to continue to monitor this traffic.
6) We did not receive the Community Forests Grant for inventorying town lands.  They liked our proposal, however they did find it was lacking in community involvement.  We would still like to pursue these projects and will reapply next year.  We discussed applying for a  Wellborn Ecology Grant, however it was thought that this project will not fall within their mission.
7) Ompomp water testing has been funding, but the courier service is still pending.  Li, Pat and others will perform the sampling in Thetford.
8) The Halsey’s have withdrawn their CUD for the road through the Houghton Hill Wetlands.  They are now proposing a bridge.  The Zoning Board of Adjustment reviewed this application last night, however many questions remained about how this will impact the Water Co-op’s wells.  Since the ZBA will cease to exist as of June 13th, Mr. Halsey intends to withdraw his application and will submit the bridge plans to the state and then to the Development and Review Board.  We need to make sure that copies of our comments on the CUD are provided to the ZBA and the Selectboard.  We will continue to participate in this matter.
9) Ehrhard will draft a letter to consulting foresters seeking information on vernal pools.

Respectfully Submitted,

Heather Carlos
