Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – April 12, 2006
Present:  Jennifer Davey, Heather Carlos, Bob Pulaski, Bill Shepard, Li Shen, Pat Weyrick
Absent:  Scott Stokoe, Ted Levin 
Guest:  Ehrhard Frost, Dave Celone – UVLT, Stuart Blood – Zoning Board of Adjustment/Planning Commission
1) Minutes from the March 8th, 2006 meeting were approved with minor corrections.

2) The Commission plans to sponsor walks on the following dates:

· May 7th - Vernal Pools led by Tii McLane 

· May 14th at dusk– Woodcock at PMNA led by Bill Shepard

· May 21st at 7am– Birding led by Bill Shepard

· May 21st at 10am– Spring Ephemerals led by Ehrhard Frost

We will advertise these in the town newsletter, on the listserv and posts on bulletin boards around town.

3) The Commission will sponsor an Invasive Plant “booth” at the recycling center on May 13th.  This will include the posters Li made for town meeting, handouts and examples of the plants will be provided by the following people:


Honeysuckle - Li



Buckthorn – Ehrhard



Bittersweet – Heather

4) Officers were unanimously elected as follows:


Chair:  Jennifer Davey



Vice Chair:  Li Shen



Treasurer: Bob Pulaski



Secretary:  Heather Carlos

5) Stuart Blood from the Zoning Board of Adjustment/Planning Commission reported on an application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for building within the 100 year floodplain.  The written opinion was not signed within the 45 day period mandated by state law, and thus the applicants believe they have been approved (Stuart noted that in order for that to happen, it must be done on appeal and the deadline for that was March 30th).  However, there is also an issue of whether the permit was intended for building 700ft or 100ft from the river.  The Commission will write a letter to the selectboard noting that there is a substantive difference between 700ft and 100 ft from the river and as a result, we think there should be a hearing on this matter.
6) The Halsey wetland CUD application is now on hold since they are considering building a bridge.

7) Dave Celone, the Development Director from UVLT, is working on ~472 acres owned by the Palmer’s in North Thetford.  UVLT received a Scenic ByWays grant, which means they need to raise $35,000 to complete the project (total project cost is ~$215,000) which would put a conservation easement on the property.  This property is part of the core forest of Thetford and there are several potential building sites, thus it is of interest to conserve this property.  Previously, the Conservation Commission committed $3,000 to the project.  Dave shared a draft fundraising letter which he will be sending to potential donors.
8) Ehrhard provided a mailing list of foresters who work in the area and we will send a letter asking for copies of maps containing wetlands or vernal pools.

The WHIP grant for mowing the PMNA and invasive control has been received.

The Ompomp grant has also been funded, volunteers will be needed to collect samples.

Ehrhard and Li completed and submitted the grant application for the Urban and Community Forestry Program in order to perform inventories and prepare maps and management plans for the Town Forest, Hughes Property and Post Mills Natural Area.  We should hear within the next month.
Respectfully Submitted,

Heather Carlos
