Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – March 8, 2006
Present:  Jennifer Davey, Heather Carlos, Bob Pulaski, Bill Shepard, Li Shen
Absent:  Scott Stokoe, Ted Levin, Pat Weyrick
Guest:  Ehrhard Frost

1) Minutes from the February 8th, 2006 meeting were approved with minor corrections.

2)  The Commission plans to sponsor walks on the following dates (still tentative):

· May 7th - Vernal Pools led by Tii McLane 

· May 14th at dusk– Woodcock at PMNA led by Bill Shepard

· May 21st at 7am– Birding led by Bill Shepard

· May 21st at 10am– Spring Ephemerals led by Ehrhard Frost

We will advertise these in the town newsletter, on the listserv and posts on bulletin boards around town.

Also, we would like to have an Invasive Plant “booth” at the recycling center on May 13th.  This will include the posters Li made for town meeting, handouts and examples of the plants.  Heather will contact personnel at the recycling center to coordinate.
3) We did not receive the grant to do vernal pool mapping.  Ehrhard will provide a mailing list of foresters who work in the area and we will send a letter asking for copies of maps containing wetlands or vernal pools.

The WHIP grant for mowing the PMNA and invasive control has been submitted.

The Ompomp grant will be reviewed soon, they are also looking at funding consumables for the water testing.

Ehrhard and Li will complete and submit the grant application for the Urban and Community Forestry Program in order to perform inventories and prepare maps and management plans for the Town Forest, Hughes Property and Post Mills Natural Area.  
4) The Commission continues to participate in applications to the Zoning Board of Adjustment that may impact wetlands.  Li, Jennifer and Ehrhard attended the site visit on the Halsey property.  We received the 15 day letter from Erin Hanley of Vermont Wetlands and reviewed in detail the Conservation Commission’s response to the Conditional Use Application.

5)  John Taylor from the Upper Valley Land Trust inquired about the status of the Hughes Property Management Plan, the plan is still in draft form, however a group is making progress.

Respectfully Submitted,

Heather Carlos
