Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – February 28, 2007

Present:  Heather Carlos, Bob Pulaski, Li Shen, Jennifer Davey, Didi Pershouse, Amy McElroy, Bill Shepard  

Absent: Pat Weyrick, Ann Lavanway 

Special Guest:  Ehrhard Frost

1) Minutes from the January 24th, 2007 meeting were approved.

2) We will have a table at Town Meeting on Saturday.  We will showcase our bio diversity maps, dvds and Li’s nature essays.
3) The Town Plan is moving forward, there is one more hearing on March 19th.  The Planning Commission has started working on updating zoning and subdivision ordinances. The Conservation Commission will participate when natural resource issues are discussed and can also facilitate work with experts in the field.
4) There are 3 pending bills related to State wetland rules.  Li has been following developments. Public testimony will be allowed, we will try to participate.

5) There are 3 cases in front of the DRB which involve wetlands and/or floodplain issues.  2 of the hearings are on March 27th (one is a continuance; the other is a new case).  The third has been appealed to the Environmental Court and we have 20 days to respond, it isn’t clear what our role, if any will be in this appeal.  Ann and Jennifer will follow-up.
6) Li has received 2 responses from foresters re: vernal pools in Thetford.  They offered several suggestions about locating vernal pools.  We will consider partnering with neighboring Conservation Commissions to offer a workshop on identifying vernal pools from CIR photos and other ideas.  We will include a request for information on vernal pool locations at the Town Meeting.  Bob will go to Barre to look through Forestry Management Plans to look for mapped vernal pools.
7) Vermont has funds available through the Land Incentives Program for education and outreach on conservation issues for private landowners.  They are interested in the location of the dwarf wedge mussel and the valley clayplain forest in Conant Swamp.  Li will pursue this further.  She is also looking for funding for inventorying the Taylor parcel.
8) The Second Saturday Stroll program will start on April 14th at the Post Mills Natural Area.  Didi and Heather will complete flyers in time for town meeting.  Amy will coordinate sandwichboards.  Information will also be posted on the listserv, town newsletter, UVLT and Upper Valley Trails Alliance.
9) Alders were trimmed on 4 of the 9 areas at the PMNA.  We need one more day to complete this work.

10) Bill mentioned a pending bill re: tire redemption.
11) Bill will make a sign for Hughes Forest, he will also schedule some bird/butterfly walks.  
Future agenda items:


Marking boundaries on Hughes Forest, PMNA and the wetland on Godfrey Road


Inventories – Urban Forest Grant

Vernal Pools

Controlling invasives

Hughes Management Plan needs to be signed by the SB and UVLT
Respectfully Submitted,

Heather Carlos

