Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – February 8, 2006
Present:  Jennifer Davey, Heather Carlos, Fred Thomas, Bob Pulaski, Bill Shepard, Li Shen, Pat Weyrick (arrived during item #5)

Absent:  Scott Stokoe, Ted Levin

Guest:  Ehrhard Frost

1) Minutes from the January 11th, 2006 meeting were approved with a minor change.

2)  Members up for reappointment are Bill Shepard, Heather Carlos and Fred Thomas.  Both  Bill and Heather would like to continue serving on the Commission.  After more than 20 years of service, Fred Thomas is not seeking re-appointment.  However, he would like to continue involvement with the Commission on an ad-hoc basis.  The Members agreed that this would be most welcome.  Additionally, Scott Stokoe communicated that he is also willing to step down, but would like to continue to represent the Commission on the Elizabeth Mine group.  The Members agreed that his knowledge and experience working with the Elizabeth Mine group is important to maintain.  The Chair will ask Scott to informally (either via email or in person) report the groups activities to the Commission on a quarterly basis.  As the commission’s by-laws require the selectboard to review attendance annually, a list of members and their meeting attendance will be forwarded to the selectboard.
3) The Commission will have a table at the Town Meeting and hopes to provide the following information:
· Copies of the articles that Li wrote for the Listserv

· Hughes Property Management Plan

· Map of Conserved Lands prepared by Bob Pulaski

· Schedule of upcoming walks

· Flyers for the Vt Wildflower Society workshops

· Information on Invasive Plants

· Map of Town Owned Properties

· Poster from the BioDiversity Project

4) The Commission plans to sponsor walks on the following dates:

· May 7th - Vernal Pools led by Tii McLane 

· May 13th – Woodcock at PMNA led by Bill Shepard

· May 21st or 28th – Birding led by Bill Shepard

· May 21st – Spring Ephemerals led by Ehrhard Frost

5) A WHIP grant may pay for up to 75% of the cost of mowing the PMNA.  Our share will be $100-200.  The plan will be to mow the fields on a 3 year rotation.  The plan also includes trimming alders which make good woodcock habitat and attacking invasives (primarily honeysuckle).  We will need to check on regulations concerning the use of an herbicide near a wetland.  Other work under consideration at the PMNA is a culvert which is in poor condition, and an inventory.  The Commission voted to authorize Jennifer Davey, Chair, to apply for the WHIP grant and to sign related documents.  A grant under the Trees for Local Communities grant announcement was also discussed.  This grant could be for up to $4000 for a forestry management plan.  There is a 50/50 match, although that can be in-kind.  Properties which could benefit from this plan include Hughes, PMNA, and the Town Forest.  Ehrhard Frost volunteered to review the grant application.
6) Wetland Development Issue  - Halsey Property.  Erin Hanley from Vermont Wetlands has received a partially completed Conditional Use Application.  Once the full application is received, there is a 15 day comment period.  The Commission will participate in this process.  The Zoning Board of Adjustment will start the hearing on this subdivision on February 14th.  Commission members will attend.

7) Li reported on the Grant Proposal for lab services for water testing (primarily for e-coli) on the East Branch of the Ompompanoosuc River.  Volunteers will be needed for sample collection and transport.  We will be working with other local Conservation Commissions on the project.
8) The Palmer’s in North Thetford have conserved farmland with UVLT and are working to conserve the additional property.  The Agency of Transportation has provided a grant as the property is in the I-91 corridor, however another $35,000 is needed.  As this is a large Property in North Thetford, near the river, the Commission voted to give $3000 to UVLT to help purchase the development rights on this property.  The Commission also discussed the Conservation Fund – we should set goals and priorities for the use of this fund.

9) A letter was received from Cy Severance on the Connecticut River Joint Commission.  Towns south of Hartland are having their floodplains remapped.  Heather will try to locate FEMA data to find out how the floodplain is defined in Thetford.

Respectfully Submitted,

Heather Carlos
