Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – January 24, 2007

Present:  Heather Carlos, Bob Pulaski, Li Shen, Jennifer Davey, Ann Lavanway, Didi Pershouse, Amy McElroy  

Absent: Bill Shepard, Pat Weyrick 

Guests:  Ehrhard Frost

1) On January 15th, the Selectboard appointed Didi and Amy as members of the Conservation Commission.  

2) Minutes from the January 10th, 2006 meeting were approved.

3) We will continue to meet twice a month for the time being.  Bob is in the process of reviewing our bylaws.  If we decide to change our meeting schedule permanently, we will need to revise the bylaws.

4) The Ompomp Watershed Council would like to continue testing E.coli levels next summer.  They need funding to transport the samples to the lab and are asking the Conservation Commissions from each of the Towns involved (West Fairlee, Thetford and Norwich) to contribute up to $250 for this purpose.  It was MOVED, SECONDED and VOTED: To contribute up to $250 to the Ompomp Watershed Council for transport of the water samples related to the E.coli testing.

5) On February 3rd, the UVLT and the Conservation Commission are having a celebration of the newly conserved properties in Thetford.  The celebration starts at 10:00am at the Community Center.  Amy will coordinate signs for the celebration.

6) UVLT is having their annual conservation commission gathering on Monday the 29th.  

7) Li and Ehrhard are going to resubmit a grant for inventorying the Hughes Forest, the Thetford Town Forest, the Taylor Parcel and PMNA.  This would include gathering data along transects and at sample points.  Ehrhard reported that the Natural Heritage program has a report on an inventory of the Conant Swamp.  Li will follow-up and get a copy of the report.

8) We are starting a Second Saturday Strolls program.  These monthly walks will explore natural areas in Thetford.  We will publish an annual list of Strolls and then provide a short info sheet on the natural area the day of the walk.  Heather will take the lead on coordinating this project.  Ehrhard will contact several private landowners and possible trip leaders.  Didi has volunteered to oversee the generation of the flyer and the info sheets.

9) Ehrhard discussed pruning of alders in the PMNA.  This is woodcock habitat and is getting overgrown.  We will meet at Jennifer’s house at 10am on Feb 10th.  Ehrhard and others will delineate the areas that should be cut before the 10th.

10) Jennifer spoke with Peg Merrens at UVLT about the Halsey wetland.  UVLT has not previously received grant money for conserved land for ecological purposes.  Jennifer also spoke with Tim McCosker, President of the Water Co-op.  Didi, Bill and Ann will follow up.

11) Jennifer distributed a newsletter that the Hartford Conservation Commission prepared on Forest Fragmentation.

12) Li will provide copies of several of her articles for our table at Town Meeting.

13) Didi has started the Center for Sustainable Medicine.  One purpose of this organization is to conserve medicinal plants.

14) Ehrhard and Li sent a letter to foresters that may work in Thetford asking for information about wetlands.

Future agenda items:


Marking boundaries on Hughes Forest, PMNA and the wetland on Godfrey Road


Second Saturday Strolls


Inventories – Urban Forest Grant

Vernal Pools

Respectfully Submitted,

Heather Carlos

