Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – January 10, 2007
Present:  Heather Carlos, Bob Pulaski, Li Shen, Jennifer Davey, Ann Lavanway, Pat Weyrick 
Absent: Bill Shepard 

Guests:  Ehrhard Frost, Didi Pershouse, Amy McElroy
1) Minutes from the December 13th, 2006 meeting were approved with minor changes.

2) The Conservation Commission and Recreation Committee met with the Selectboard on Jan 8th.  At the meeting, Li gave a short report about the biological features of the Taylor Parcel including the floodplain, wetland, wood turtle nesting site and other features.  The Recreation Committee reported that the current fields are in poor condition and overused.  They would like to have new fields in place by the fall.  The wetland on the Taylor Parcel has not yet been mapped, but based on discussions with Mic Metz, the District Wetland Officer at the Agency of Natural Resources it is likely a Class II Significant Wetland.  The Selectboard asked that the State be contacted to determine the status of the wetland.  The Recreation Committee volunteered to contact Mic who will likely come out in the spring as it is necessary to evaluate vegetation.  
3) Didi and Bill met with the Halseys to discuss possible conservation of the wetland on Houghton Hill.  Jennifer will contact Peg Merrens at UVLT.
4) A discussion was held regarding our meeting dates.  It was moved, seconded and voted that the Conservation Commission hold regular meetings on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month at 7:15pm at Town Hall, effective immediately.  Bob will review our bylaws and bring suggested edits to our next meeting.
5) We discussed initiating a monthly walk program and producing a guide to natural areas with public access in Thetford.  Students in the Human Geography class have prepared a guide covering several trails in Thetford.  

6) Ehrhard and Li will look at re-applying for an Urban and Community Forests grant.

7) ATV’s may be accessing an area in the Hughes Forest; this is not a permitted use under the conservation easement.  We will walk the snowmobile trails on Saturday at 11am.
8) Jennifer received a copy of a poster that the Hartford Conservation Commission produced showing how development has intruded into the Core Habitat.

9) The Planning Commission is looking to schedule a meeting about Floodplains.  The Conservation Commissioners may want to attend.  Jennifer met with the Planning Commission about conservation planning.
10) UVLT is holding their annual conservation meeting on January 29th.

11) The Association of Vermont Conservation Commission has a new listserv http:\\groups.yahoo.com\group\avccvt

12) Li distributed a brochure on the Vermont Wildlife Action Plan.

13) Ehrhard and Li will mail the letter to the foresters on vernal pools.

Future agenda items:


Marking boundaries on Hughes Forest, PMNA and the wetland on Godfrey Road


Monthly walk program

Guides to Natural Areas


Inventories

Vernal Pools

Respectfully Submitted,

Heather Carlos

