Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – September 24, 2008
Present:  Li Shen, Bob Pulaski, Amy McElroy, Skip Sturman, Ann Lavanway
Guests:  Ehrhard Frost, Hillary Linehan, Stephanie Carter

Absent:  Heather Carlos, Didi Pershouse

1.  Minutes from the August 27, 2008 were approved and minutes from September 10, 2008 meeting were approved with spelling corrections.

2.  Emanuel (Skip) Sturman has been appointed to the Conservation Commission by the Selectboard.

3.  Li and Bob installed signs at the Hughes Forest to deter trespassing by ATVs and trucks.

4.  Hillary Linehan asked the Commission about possible community garden sites on town properties.  The Commission and guests the discussed possible sites, potential uses and important garden site requirements including water availability, central location and parking.  The Commission moved, voted and approved a motion to support the Recreation Committee’s interest in putting a community garden on the Thetford Center Town Green.

5.  Hillary Linehan left the meeting.


6.  The Commission and guests discussed the beaver dam problem on Godfrey Road.


7.  The Commission voted no to the following motion:  Will the Commission appropriate $3,000 from the Conservation Trust Fund for a beaver excluder on the Godfrey Road culvert?


8.  The Commission voted yes to the following motion:  Does the Commission strongly recommend that interested parties pursue non-lethal options through state, town highway and private funding?

`   9.  The Commission and guests discussed budgetary needs for the upcoming fiscal year.

  10.   The Commission voted yes to the following motion:  Shall the Commission sign up for WHIP and EQIP state programs?

  11.   The Commission and guests discussed the dumping of waste materials on Hughes Forest property.  Li will contact the Selectboard about removal of the waste.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Lavanway
