Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – September 23, 2009

Present: Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy, Stephanie Carter, Heather Carlos, Li Shen, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, , Skip Sturman
Absent: Connie Snyder
Guests: Libby Chapin

1. The minutes from 8-12-09 were approved.
2. Libby Chapin reported on the Lake Fairlee Association’s review of the milfoil situation in Lake Fairlee.  They have engaged Lycotte Environmental Corp. to do an assessment of the lake, to determine if herbicides should be used to control milfoil, and to develop a plan for milfoil control.
3. Mark McMahon presented a proposal to develop the Malmquist mill property as a site for elder/affordable housing.  There are three parcels that the Malmquists would like to give to the town.  There are 13 acres at the mill site, 6.5 acres on other side of 113, and 49 acres on the other side of Barker Road.  The 13 acre parcel would be developed for open space/recreation and the housing area.  The 49 acre and 6.5 acre parcels would be maintained as open space.  There will be a special town meeting on October 8, where townspeople will vote on approving the cost of demolition of the mill site and discuss the acceptance of the three parcels.
4. Li presented the discussion that she had with the Selectboard about conserving the Taylor parcel.  She’s on the agenda for the Sept. 28 meeting to discuss the topic further.
5. Li is working with Arrowwood on a proposal to map the unmapped wetlands in Thetford.  Arrowwood has created a Cost Proposal.  The Commission approved having Li pursue a grant to cover the cost of the mapping.
6. Stephanie reported on the Linking Lands Alliance meeting on September 22.  The LLA is hoping to host a public meeting in the spring to present the maps that the State has made with habitat blocks and linkage areas.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The Oct. 14 and Oct. 28 meetings are cancelled.  The next meeting is October 21, 2009.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
