Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – September 22, 2010
Present: Li Shen, Ann Lavanway, Stephanie Carter, Heather Carlos, Amy McElroy, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Connie Snyder, Skip Sturman
Absent: none
Guests: none
1. The minutes from 7/14/2010 and 8/25/2010 were approved.
2. Voted to approve invoice #2010-120 for $620 dated September 2, 2010 from Arrowwood Environmental.  This invoice is for field assessment.
3. Ann reported on the Sanborn Road parcel/subdivision discussions from the Development Review Board meetings on September 14 and September 21.  The Commission has concerns about the portions of the property that may be considered a wetland and the potential loss of agricultural land.  The next DRB has asked the Commission to prepare a statement regarding the Sanborn Road proposal.  Li will draft something for the next DRB meeting on October 26.
4. Ann reported that she found some nice plants at the Zebedee wetland (Sundew, Bog Cranberry, Twin Flower, and Wintergreen).  These plants would probably not survive the removal of the dam if the construction vehicles drive where the plants are.  Connie reported that the there are regulations that the wetland cannot be disturbed after October 1.
5. Li brought invasive plant leaflets from Gary Pelton's talk at Latham Library in August.  These would be good to hand out at Town Meeting.
6. Mary Beth Adler was unhappy with the invasive spraying at Post Mills Nature Area.  Tim McKay did a site visit on 8/23/10 and reported on extensive invasives, which are still on the site.  He recommends hiring a contractor and doing repeated follow up invasive treatments.  The Alder work is showing excellent results.  Although there are extensive invasives, Tim McKay recommends that CIN’s 14 and 16 (invasives treatment and Alders) can be certified as complete.  He noted the good work that the Commission recently did treating invasives at PMNA.  Bob Pulaski followed up with about eight hours of time moving the piles of honeysuckle brush to the edge of the field.  Regarding invasives on town land - our experience is that the cut stump treatment is labor-intensive and slow.  Do we have ideas for a better approach?  We need to explore ways of funding the invasive control.  We need to come up with an accounting of time that we have spent on invasive training, invasive field work, and attending presentations on invasives.
7. The Commission scheduled another invasives work day for Friday, October 1 at PMNA from 9 - 12.
8. The Commission discussed a proposal to change the name of Poor Farm Road North.  Heather moved that the Selectboard rename the section from the junction of Poor Farm Trail to Sawnee Bean road to be Hughes Forest Road.  The motion was seconded and approved.  Li will contact the Selectboard with the Commission’s recommendation.
9. The Selectboard wants to draft broad principles regarding Town-owned land and is seeking input from the various entities in town regarding use and goals for town owned land.  The Commission briefly discussed ideas for a statement to submit to the Selectboard.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is October 13, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
