Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – August 25, 2010
Present: Amy McElroy, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Connie Snyder, Skip Sturman
Absent: Li Shen, Ann Lavanway, Stephanie Carter, Heather Carlos
Guests: none
We did not have a key, so we sat outside of the Thetford Town Hall and had an abbreviated meeting.

1. The minutes from 7/14/2010 were tabled for the next meeting.
2. Voted to approve invoice from Arrowwood Environmental - Invoice #2210-108 dated 8/1/2010 for $880.00.  This invoice is for field assessment.
3. Discussed the invasive cutting at PMNA.  A group of eight people cut honeysuckle (and a few buckthorn plants) and applied herbicide on August 17 at PMNA.  Reminder that the next invasives workday is Sunday, September 19 at Hughes Forest.  The rain date is September 26.  We discussed having part of the next work day crew move the brush piles at PMNA into one or more large piles at the edge of the field.  Discussed the possibility of getting volunteers to cut invasives in the spring, and then the Commission would do foliar spray of the cut plants in the fall.  This is a method which Gary Pelton, the Army Corps of Engineers manager of natural resources for the Union Village Dam area, described in his invasive talk earlier this month at Latham Library.  This would give more people the opportunity to get involved.
4. Want to follow up on the matrix of conservation criteria, which the Commission developed earlier this year, and evaluate how well it works for us, and how we would like to use the matrix in the future.
5. Gary Engler would like to run a program on invasive plants at Thetford Academy.  After the presentation at Latham Library on invasive plants, he expressed interest in following up with a combination lecture / hands-on project at the school and with Thetford Conservation Commission involvement.  We will wait to hear from Gary Engler if he would like to discuss this further.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is September 22, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
