Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – August 12, 2009

Present: Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy, Stephanie Carter, Heather Carlos, Li Shen, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Connie Snyder, Skip Sturman
1. The minutes from 7-08-09 were approved.
2. The charrette minutes from 7/22/09 were adopted.
3. Skip presented an overview and discussion of the three charrettes.  We discussed getting input from people that have conserved their land to discuss the process, decision to conserve, the benefits, what is given up.

Identification of the crown jewels would make for great strolls.

There was a discussion of proactive versus reactive actions of the conservation commission.

Heather made a first stab of a working criteria resulting from the charrettes.  There will be more discussion and editing of the working criteria.  This will help us prioritize our work and the Conservation Commission funds.
Short emails may be sent to Heather regarding the working criteria.  Skip, Heather, and Ann will be meeting regarding the working criteria.

We discussed the idea of trying to improve awareness of what the Conservation Commission does and is.

4. Phil O’Donnell returned the application of the Snowcoasters to make a new snowmobile trail in the Hughes Forest.  This new trail would move the existing snowmobile route off of Sawnee Bean Road and Colby Road South, and onto the Hughes parcel.  We should meet with Snowcoasters representatives on the parcel, and get more specifics on where such a trail would be routed.  Ann, Eric, and Bob will meet with the Snowcoasters at the Hughes property.  Eric will contact Phil O’Donnell to set something up.
5. Follow up with Nathan Pero’s interest in the Hughes Parcel and an Abenaki cultural center - Connie will talk to Steve Niederhauser at Thetford Academy about incorporating the history and culture of the Hughes Forest, including Abenaki people, in educational programs at the Academy.
6. Connie reported on a discussion with Justin Kinney on using the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps to control invasives or to do other conservation tasks.
7. The Nature Conservancy liaison to the horticultural industry is working on a public participation inventory of Burning Bush, Norway Maple, Japanese Barberry.  Li has suggested that we do this inventory of these “big three” when we do our invasive inventories on the town parcels.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.
The August 26 meeting is cancelled.  The next meeting is September 9, 2009.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
