Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – July 14, 2010
Present: Amy McElroy, Li Shen, Ann Lavanway, Bob Pulaski, Heather Carlos, Eric Pyle, Connie Snyder
Absent: Skip Sturman, Stephanie Carter
Guests: none
1. The minutes from 6/23/2010 were approved.
2. Voted to approve invoice from Arrowwood Environmental - Invoice #2009-410 for $645, dated 7/2/2010. 

3. Motion was made and seconded: Shall the Conservation Commission approve the purchase of a Knotweed injector.  The total cost is $299, plus shipping costs.  The motion passed.  The Selectboard has agreed to cover $100 of the cost.
4. Li will bring a year to date budget to our next meeting.
5. Discussed the Selectboard’s discussion at their August 28 meeting regarding the PMNA farming proposal.
6. The Commission scheduled two days to work on removing invasive plants from town properties.  Tuesday August 17, 9am-1pm at PMNA.  Sunday, September 19, 9am-1pm at the Hughes Forest, with a rain date of September 26.
7. A volunteer from the Commission is needed to flag the PMNA wellhead protection area with David Fisk, prior to cut stump herbicide treatment of honeysuckle in August.  Eric volunteered to do this.  He will contact David Fisk.  We need to explore alternatives to herbicides for treating honeysuckle within the PMNA wellhead protection zone.
8. Gary Pelton from the Army Corps of Engineers would like to make a presentation to Thetford residents on invasive plants within the next two months. The presentation includes a powerpoint, posters, and brochures/handouts on twenty–one invasive plants.  Li will contact him and ask him for dates.

9. Li asked about the monitoring of town parcels.  Li received an inquiry regarding the small field on Hughes North (along Sawnee Bean Road) as to whether it should be restored to an open field.  We need to stay on top of monitoring this area and cut any trees over 20 feet tall to maintain early succession.  Amy will contact Ehrhard Frost about whether it is advisable to do periodic mowing/bush hogging of the field.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is August 11, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
