Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – July 08, 2009

Present: Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy, Stephanie Carter, Heather Carlos, Li Shen, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Connie Snyder
Absent: Skip Sturman
1. The minutes from 6-24-09 were approved.
2. Li presented materials about the Taylor parcel supporting the investigation of a conservation easement for the property.
3. Eric, Stephanie, and Li reported on an invasives workshop that they attended at Marsh-Billings Rockefeller Forest Center in Woodstock.  The workshop was informative, and they brought back some printed materials on invasive plants that the Conservation Commission can reprint and hand out.  They found that volunteers can apply herbicides on town-owned lands, but the town would need to insure all of the volunteers.  There must be at least one member of each work crew who has been certified to apply herbicides.  The Conservation Commission monitors for each of the management plan parcels will map an inventory of invasives for the parcels by August 26.  Li, Eric, Stephanie, and Bob will form an invasives working group.  They will analyze the invasive inventory mapping and come up with a plan and a budget for addressing the invasives on the town owned properties.  Connie will call VYCC to inquire about using their services to control invasives.
4. Report on charrette to be held on July 22, 7:15 to 9:00.  Heather read list of expected attendees.  Stephanie and Connie will bring refreshments.  Heather will bring cups.  Ann will bring beverage.  Amy will bring napkins and the Linking Lands Alliance materials.
5. Discussed meeting between Milly Archer (Water Quality Coordinator for the Vermont League of Cities and Towns) and the Planning Commission on July 7 regarding wetlands regulation.  Conservation Commissions in some towns are identifying unmapped wetlands.  It is not clear at this point how this information will be used.
6. Craig Layne, of the Norwich Conservation Commission, sent Li an email that there is a National River Cleanup day in October.  He may be organizing a cleanup of the Connecticut River.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.
The next meeting is July 22nd, 2009.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
