Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – June 9, 2010
Present: Amy McElroy, Li Shen, Ann Lavanway, Bob Pulaski, Heather Carlos, Connie Snyder, Eric Pyle, Stephanie Carter
Absent: Skip Sturman
Guests: Michael-Lew Smith, Jay Clark
1. The minutes from 5/26/2010 were approved.
2. Voted to approve invoice from Arrowwood Environmental for $1120 (invoice # 2009390).
3. Michael Lew-Smith of Arrowwood Environmental presented a preliminary wetland map being prepared for the Wetlands Mapping Grant.  He also brought a few edible wetland plants for us to sample.  The preliminary map shows 500 potential wetlands, including 108 ponds, and many other Wetland Natural Communities, which were identified primarily with aerial photos.  He showed us a “Summary of Preliminary Natural Communities in Thetford”.  It is a table of attributes which he is developing for each potential wetland.  He would like the Conservation Commission to send letters to property owners of high priority wetlands asking permission for site visits.  Michael would like to have access to any work that the town has previously done on wetlands.  Michael left the meeting at 8:25 pm.
4. Jay Clark came to the meeting to discuss his farming proposal for the Post Mills Nature Area.  The Commission reviewed the “Request for Trail or Other Alteration on Thetford Property” form regarding Jay’s proposal as part of our decision making process.  Jay marked up a map of the PMNA property showing the areas where he is proposing: 1) to plant corn/rotational crops, 2) do commercial haying, 3) do limited haying, 4) do three year brush hogging, and 5) the well-head protection area.
5. Li reported on the NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service) assessment of possibly changing the WHIP contract.  NRCS has stated that to approve a late annual mowing of grass on PMNA, they will need to know the make up of the field.  To evaluate this properly, we would run a transect to determine the percentage of grass, forbs, and woody plants.
6. Heather made a motion that we recommend to the Selectboard that the Town abide by the current WHIP Contract until its completion and the Management Plan until the current five year term is complete.  If late annual mowing satisfies the WHIP agreement and the Management Plan, that would be acceptable for now.  Motion was seconded and passed.
7. Li will prepare a report for the Selectboard with the Commissions recommendations regarding the PMNA farming proposal, and she will let the Commission know when the Selectboard puts the issue on their agenda.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is June 23, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
