Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – June 24, 2009

Present: Stephanie Carter, Heather Carlos, Li Shen, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Skip Sturman, Connie Snyder
Absent: Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy
1. The minutes from 6-10-09 were approved.
2. We have 10 people most likely confirmed for the charrette on July 22nd.  Several calls still need to be made.
3. Bob reported on the invasive workshop at the Tillinghasts’.  The Nature Conservancy gave a presentation.  He saw lots of honeysuckle - dead and alive.
4. Li gave a report on the UVLT sponsored talk about small scale habitats.  There was lots of information about grasslands and the size and types of fields that different wildlife need.  Shrub habitat and vernal pools were also discussed.  The presenter was from NH Fish and Wildlife.  Li may follow-up with her to see if she would be interested in giving a talk at Latham Library next mudseason.
5. Li and Stephanie attended the DRB meeting which discussed the proposed Clay Hill Road subdivision.  The DRB will have a site visit before the next hearing.
6. The selectboard has applied for a grant for a larger culvert on Godfrey Road.  Li forwarded a message to them from Skip Lisle explaining that the beavers will still be able to dam a culvert of this size.
7. Li and Stephanie shared a discussion they have had with the Planning Commission about unmapped wetlands and how they would be identified.  We discussed what the role of the conservation commission should be vs. the role of the zoning administrator.  Heather was concerned about committing current and future conservation commissions to an integral part of the regulatory process as opposed to advisors.  Several members discussed the importance of wetlands and preserving them and that the proposed state wetland regulations coincident with the rewrite of the Thetford regulations give us a window of opportunity to focus on wetlands.  A two phase process was discussed in that members of the Conservation Commission could identify “obvious” wetlands that have not been mapped and that the zoning administrator could be trained to look for wetland indicators (soils, contours etc.) in areas of future development and consult the CC as needed.  Stephanie and/or Li will meet with the PC to discuss further.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.
The next meeting is July 8th, 2009.

Respectfully submitted,

Heather Carlos
