Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – June 11, 2008
Present:  Li Shen, Jennifer Davey, Bob Pulaski, Heather Carlos, Amy McElroy, Ann Lavanway
Absent:  Didi Pershouse

Guests:  Ehrhard Frost, Marilyn Cook, Doug Stone, Rhett Scruggs

1.  Minutes from the May 13, 2008 meeting were approved. 

2.  Li paid an invoice for the annual membership dues to the Vermont Conservation Commission.

3.  Li distributed information provided by Libby Chapin about monitoring invasives in water – the Vermont Invasive Patrollers (VIP) program.

4.  Doug Stone and Rhett Scruggs of the Upper Valley Fish and Game Club joined the meeting to discuss the management plan for the Town Forest.


Doug outlined many of the uses of the gun club at the Town Forest including the following:  trap shooting, target shooting, training for Thetford and State Police, National Guard training.  Additionally, they do hunter safety classes (gun and archery).  The club has been used for archery.


Hunting and snowmobiling are allowed on the property.


The Club charges adult members $10/yr and $7/yr for each membership is spent on insurance. The remaining $3/yr for each membership goes into the Club’s treasury and is used for such things as sending children to camps.  The Club has approximately two hundred members.


Marilyn asked if the Club leases the entire property.  Li answered, yes, the Club does lease the entire property.


Doug is concerned about adding access for other recreation activities to the property that may raise safety concerns.  The Club does utilize the property throughout the year.


Rhett said that the Club does want to work with the Town regarding other uses of the parcel.  He said that there may be a way to add protection with the addition of berms.  The Club has looked into this and it is expensive.  


Doug talked about the annual Kids’ Fishing Derby and the fishpond that the Club maintains on the property.  The Club also organizes a 22 Shoot each fall after the hunter safety classes.


Doug will send a list of the Club activities so that the management plan can accurately reflect the existing recreational uses of the Town Forest.


Doug, Rhett and Ehrhard left the meeting.

5.  The Commission did receive the grant funding from the Mascoma Foundation to print more trail guides.

6.  The Commission and Marilyn discussed the procedure application for activities on town parcels.

     7.  Marilyn talked about the Rivendell Trail as a nice example of a successful collaborative, community effort. 

8.  The June Stroll will be held on Sunday, June 29th at 10AM.  The July Stroll will be held July 12th on Barker Road.

9.  Heather reminded the Commission that the flood regulations will be before the Selectboard on Monday, June 23rd.

10.  The subdivision hearing for the property on Sanborn Road will be continued on Tuesday, June 24th. 

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Lavanway
