Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – June 10, 2009

Present: Stephanie Carter, Heather Carlos, Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Skip Sturman, Connie Snyder
Absent: Li Shen
1.  The minutes from 5-27-09 were approved.
2.  Eric Pyle will host a viewing of the video, Rattlers, Peepers, and Snappers, which the Conservation Commission purchased for the Latham Library.
3.  The Conservation Commission has been invited to participate in a walk on A.C. Hill, hosted by John Stephens.  It will take place on Saturday, June 13 at 4:00 p.m.
4.  Nathan Pero would like to reschedule a guided walk at the Hughes Forest.  It is tentatively scheduled for July 11.
5.  Commission members discussed the upcoming charrette, which will take place on July 22 at 7:15 during the regular Conservation Commission meeting time.  Commission members have each been assigned two names to invite to the charrette.
6.  Stephanie reported on Alan Quackenbush’s meeting with the Planning Commission on June 2.  He discussed a new Vermont wetlands bill.  Wetlands mapping is being revised.
7.  Action items for 2008 and 2009 in the management plans for the four town owned properties were discussed.
· Bob and Eric will look at the White Pines in the North compartment of the Hughes Forest.  If any are over 20 feet in height, they will cut them down.

· Reserve area boundaries need to be marked.  Ann will set up a date, and the Hughes Forest monitoring group will determine if marking the reserve areas there is something the Commission can do.

· Need to set up a plan and budget for dealing with invasives.  Several members are attending upcoming workshops on invasives and will report back.
· Wet areas need to be marked at the Post Mills Nature Area where mowing should not occur.  Bob will delineate the wet areas with stakes.

· Need to investigate natural communities and fragile habitats.  It would be helpful if the Commission could come up with animal and plant lists for the town owned properties.  Ann and Connie will be scribes.  Commission members should email any plant and animals found on town properties.
8.  Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly if the meeting will not have a quorum.
The next meeting is June 24, 2009.

Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
