Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – May 26, 2010
Present: Amy McElroy, Li Shen, Skip Sturman, Ann Lavanway, Bob Pulaski, Heather Carlos, Connie Snyder, Eric Pyle, Stephanie Carter
Absent: none
Guests: Jay Clark, David Fisk, Jennifer Davey, Ehrhard Frost
1. The meeting started at the Post Mills Nature Area (PMNA) at 7:00 pm.  Jay Clark pointed out the areas where he is proposing to grow corn and hay.  David Fisk presented information about the Post Mills Water Association, i.e. history, restrictions, and other pertinent information.  After we concluded the PMNA portion of the meeting, David Fisk, Jennifer Davey, and Ehrhard Frost left the meeting.  The rest of the attendees returned to the Thetford Town Office building to conclude the meeting.  From this point forward the minutes refer to the meeting at the Thetford Town Office building.
2. The minutes from 5/12/2010 were approved.
3. Voted to approve paying Erhard Frost $192.50 for the blazing workshop on the PMNA, which took place on Sunday, May 23.
4. Voted to approve invoice from Calvin Willard for $1000 for 2nd treatment of invasives on Lake Fairlee outlet.
5. Bob Pulaski updated the Commission on the Linny Levin trail site visit, which he attended with Ted Levin and Steve Glazer at the Zebedee Headwaters property.  Ted Levin and the land trust have agreed to site the trail on the Zebedee Headwaters property.  Steve Glazer will coordinate the creation of the trail.  Bob will serve as the liaison for the Conservation Commission.
6. Jay Clark returned to the Town Hall to continue the discussion of the PMNA proposal.  Skip led the discussion and identified five key issues:

1.  Water Quality.  Commission does not want to support any activity that may compromise the water quality on the property.  Specifics on farming practices are of concern and would need to be identified and considered for any changed use of the property.
2.  Wildlife Habitat.  Is there a way to improve wildlife habitat by haying?  Removing the thatch would improve the habitat.  Mowing after August 1 would probably be acceptable for the ground nesting bird population.
3.  Riparian Buffer.  Must maintain a riparian buffer of at least 50 feet from the top of the stream bank.
4.  WHIP grant.  Any change in the use of PMNA may require the town to repay monies, which have been received for the PMNA WHIP grant.  Interest on the payments may need to be repaid as well.  The Commission would like to explore what practices would be acceptable for maintaining and completing our WHIP grant.  Li will contact WHIP and see if we could do one large cutting after August 1.  Is there a limit to how much of the property can be hayed at once and still be in compliance with the grant?
5.  Management Plan.  The proposal would require changes to the Management Plan and approval by the Upper Valley Land Trust.  The current management plan, which was approved by the Selectboard in 2008, is a five year plan.  Changes to the plan will require a public meeting and approval by the Selectboard.
The Commission will discuss the PMNA proposal further at their next meeting.

The meeting was adjourned.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is June 9, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
