Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – April 28, 2010
Present: Amy McElroy, Li Shen, Skip Sturman, Stephanie Carter, Ann Lavanway, Bob Pulaski, Heather Carlos, Connie Snyder
Absent: Eric Pyle
Guests: Donn Downey
1. The minutes from 4/14/2010 were approved as amended.
2. Li read a very nice note of appreciation from Lilla Willey thanking the Conservation Commission for their help in conserving her property on Academy Road.
3. The slate of officers was proposed, seconded, and elected: Li Shen, Chair; Eric Pyle, Vice Chair; Bob Pulaski, Treasurer; Amy McElroy, Secretary.
4. Donn Downey discussed a proposal by Jay Clark to grow hay and corn on the Post Mills Nature Area.  For this proposal to be considered a “Request for Trail or Other Alteration on Thetford Property” form must be completed and submitted to the Conservation Commission.  Based on the information submitted, the Commission will make a recommendation to the Selectboard.  The Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program (WHIP) agreement, which is currently being implemented on the property, does not permit agricultural use of the land.  Any proposed uses will need to comply with the UVLT easement, the Management Plan for the property, and the requirements of the neighborhood water company.
5. There has been a decision by the Selectboard to trap the beavers, which have flooded a culvert and consequently washed out a portion of Godfrey Road.  This has caused a great deal of discussion in the town.  Donn Downey made himself available to the Commission to answer questions regarding the Selectboard’s decision to trap the animals.  The Commission suggested that the Selectboard contact Vermont Fish and Wildlife (Kim Royer and Jeff Turner), ask them to take a look, and make recommendations.  Donn Downey left the meeting.
6. The Commission voted to pay Arrowwood Environmental $300 for about 1/3 of remote mapping of Thetford's wetlands.
7. The Commission voted to pay Ehrhard Frost $175 for Post Mills Nature Area alder cutting (about half will be reimbursed under WHIP).
8. The Lake Fairlee Association is looking for a 'greeter' at the boat ramp, to ask people to inspect boats for invasive species.
9. Li reported for the Invasives Subcommittee.  The Taylor Parcel has young buckthorn that can be pulled and Japanese Knotweed that should be treated.  Post Mills Nature Area has honeysuckle that should be treated.  The Hughes Forest has Honeysuckle and juvenile Buckthorn, which should be addressed.  The Selectboard voted to give the Conservation Commission Authority to treat invasives on town owned property.  We propose to treat the honeysuckle and buckthorn with the cut stump method in late August to October.  For Knotweed we can hand pull seedlings, and inject knotweed with herbicide.  Li will present the Selectboard with a request for funds to pay for supplies for invasive control.  The Conservation Commission will provide the labor.
10. There will be a walk on the Three Ponds property - Sunday May 16th at 10:00 AM.  Meet at Elementary School.
11. Boundary blazing training for the Conservation Commission will take place at Ehrhard Frost’s at 9 AM on Sunday May 23rd.

Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is May 12, 2010.

Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy

