Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – April 27, 2011 at 7:15 PM
Present: Li Shen, Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy, Skip Sturman, Bob Pulaski, Stephanie Carter, Connie Snyder
Absent: Eric Pyle
Guests: Libby Chapin, Andy Welch
1. The minutes from April 13 were approved.
2. Andy Welch described further bank collapse on Ompompanoosuc due to town culvert discharge near his home on Sawnee Bean Road.  Andy presented two reports that he has received supporting the opinion that the culvert, installed 4 or 5 years ago, has caused damage to the river bank.  Damage occurs in the Spring or other times of heavy runoff.  Environmental and property damage has occurred.  Andy has taken the issue to the Selectboard.  The Selectboard has not taken any action.  Andy does not know what he can do.  The situation is dangerous.  We would like to ask our liaison, Casey Huling, to walk the property with a group from the Conservation Commission.  Li will ask Casey when he could walk the property with some of the Commission Members.
3. George Braley approved the PMNA boundary flagging, which Ehrhard Frost did.  We need to set a date for blazing the lines.  Ehrhard suggests blazing ASAP and painting the blazes over the summer.  We will table this item until the next meeting.  Libby Chapin says that she would be willing to have the boundary that her property shares with the PMNA be blazed.
4. Connie will make a sandwich board sign for the May 5 wetland talk at Latham Library.  Anne will get poster board and a marker.
5. Li contacted Casey Huling about his role as our liaison.  He would like to attend our meetings quarterly on the second monthly meeting.
6. Skip and Li reported on the Conservation Connections conference in Rutland on April 2. Skip, Li, and Eric attended.  Skip reported on a workshop presented by Christine Graham on Raising Money for Local Land Protection Projects.  Li reported on a VHCB workshop on wildlife – Creating a Shared Landscape, presented by Jeanie McIntyre and Karen Douville.  Karen presented information about the Linking Lands Alliance.
7. Connie reported on conversations with Tim and Janet Taylor in which they both expressed approval of conserving, as a public natural area, the parcel they donated to the Town in 1996.  While visiting the parcel today (April 27), she saw many birds and a large wood turtle.  We will explore conserving the property.  It would be nice to have a bird walk on the Taylor parcel and to do a bird inventory as well.
8. Skip will send the Commission email to get dates that we can meet this summer as a group to walk some properties and exercise the Matrix.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is May 11, 2011.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
