Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – April 14, 2010
Present: Amy McElroy, Li Shen, Eric Pyle, Skip Sturman, Stephanie Carter, Ann Lavanway, Bob Pulaski, Heather Carlos, Connie Snyder
Absent: none
Guests: Jeanie McIntyre of Upper Valley Land Trust
1. Jeanie McIntyre of Upper Valley Land Trust discussed the dam on the Zebedee Wetlands.  UVLT has gotten a grant for $6,800 to cover about one half of the cost of breaching and removing the dam.  Morris Root has been hired to do the engineering work and the permit application for breaching the dam.  The entire dam may not have to be removed.  A local permit may be required.  The actual work may not take place until the summer.  UVLT would like the school children to be able to observe the project if some of the work starts before the school year ends.  Jeanie McIntyre left the meeting.
2. The minutes from 3/10/2010 were approved.
3. A draft of the Matrix of Conservation Values was presented and discussed.  Ann, Skip, and Heather have created a matrix of conservation priorities.  This is still a work in progress that will ultimately be used for prioritizing conservation projects.
4. Our AVCC Tiny Grant application was not funded, but we still need to do boundary work.  Ehrhard is willing to train us.  Li will ask Ehrhard if he could train a group of us on May 22 or May 23.  Motion was made, seconded, and approved to use the $250, that was previously approved for the tiny grant blazing, for training and materials for blazing.
5. Li reported more campfire activity and trash on the Taylor parcel.  She reported it to the police and will inform the Selectboard.
6. Connie and Li have registered for the Vernal Pool training at Marsh-Billings in Woodstock, Tue. April 27th 5-8 pm.

7. Ompompanoosuc Phase 2 Geomorphic Assessment- the Ompompanoosuc Council chose Bear Creek to be contractor.  Only a small part of the study will take place in Thetford (on Ompompanoosuc East Branch) due to low funding (see map in grant application).  A letter will be sent to landowners with frontage on the river so that the contractor may gain access to river banks.
8. Ompompanoosuc riparian buffer plantings - White River Natural Resources Conservation District has received two grants to establish an Ompompanoosuc River 'Trees for Streams' program.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is April 28, 2010.

Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy

