Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – March 9, 2011 at 7:15 PM
Present: Li Shen, Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy, Eric Pyle, Skip Sturman, Bob Pulaski, Stephanie Carter, Connie Snyder
Absent: Heather Carlos
Guests: none
1. The minutes from February 23 were approved.
2. A Conservation Connection conference on various land conservation topics will be held in Rutland at the College of St. Joseph on April 2.  $25 cost includes lunch.  The VT Housing and Conservation Board website has all of the information.
3. Heather is stepping down from the Conservation Commission.  Discussed suggestions for replacement candidates and Commission members to contact them.  Li will put an announcement on the list serve that we are looking for a Commission member.
4. The Commission would like to present the Priority Matrix and the Conservation Project Assistance document to the Selectboard.  Li will try to get us on the Selectboard meeting agenda.
5. Should we burn fields at PMNA?  Bob asked Don Fifield about it, and Don said he would defer to the Fire Warden, Jeff Sirjane.  Bob will talk to Jeff about the burning.
6. Discussed the Vernal Pool walk to follow up on Arrowwood's May 5th presentation.  Craig Layne has agreed to lead the walk.  Moved, seconded, and approved that we offer Craig an honorarium of $75.00 for leading the walk.  The walk will be on May 7 or May 14.
7. Amy and Li reported on an animal tracking walk that they took on Five Corners Road in February.  This was one of the animal crossing areas predicted by the Linking Lands Alliance Wildlife Initiative project.  This section of Five Corners Road also coincides with an area that the LLA map identifies as ecologically important.  This area includes the road that borders the Town Forest and the wetland, which is across the street.  They saw a significant number of fox tracks.  Also reported were tracks from fisher, snowshoe hare, squirrel, and deer.
8. We need a volunteer to attend Linking Lands Alliance meetings.
9. Stephanie and Li reported on a Taylor Tract monitoring walk.  They saw lots of animal tracks.  The snow mobile trail is wider than we had thought, and parts of it go very close to the river.
10. Next meeting Ehrhard Frost will discuss timber management on town lands.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is March 23, 2011.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
