Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – February 10, 2010
Present: Amy McElroy, Heather Carlos, Li Shen, Eric Pyle, Connie Snyder, Skip Sturman
Absent: Stephanie Carter, Ann Lavanway, Bob Pulaski

Guests: none
1. The minutes from 1/27/2010 were approved.
2. Alder cutting will be February 21 at the Post Mills Nature Area.

3. Thetford Conservation Commission was asked to write a letter to the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) in support doing a Phase 2 Environmental Site Assessment of the Malmquist Mill site.  Li presented a letter that she and Heather drafted.  The Commission approved the letter.

4. Discussed the implications of putting Poor Farm Road North on the state map as a Class Four Road.  Motion was made to oppose putting Poor Farm Road North on the state map as a Class Four Road.  Seconded.  So moved.

5. We discussed the matrix spreadsheet of conservation priorities.  Commission members have each filled a property into the matrix as an exercise.  Heather will send us a file with further instruction for establishing conservation priorities.
6. Li, Amy, and Eric did animal tracking on Houghton Hill Road to validate one of the Linking Land Alliance predicted wildlife linkage areas, and they presented the results.  There were more animal tracks per mile adjacent to the Zebedee Wetland than in the predicted area, which is farther down the road.  The predicted area has incurred significant logging and clear cutting on the east side of the road.  If we get more snow, we’ll try to collect tracking data at the predicted linkage areas on Five Corner’s Road, Route 132 at Union Village, and on Route 5.
7. Discussed materials to display at Town Meeting, which is Saturday, Feb 27, at Thetford Elementary School.  Li has reserved a table.  Amy will arrive early and set up the table.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is February 24, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
