Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – November 11, 2009

Present: Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy, Stephanie Carter, Heather Carlos, Li Shen, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Connie Snyder, Skip Sturman
Guests: Jeanie McIntyre and James Thraxton from Upper Valley Land Trust
1. The minutes from 10/21/09 were approved.
2. The Selectboard will discuss our budget at their meeting on Monday, 11/16/09.
3. Jeannie McIntyre and James Thraxton from UVLT came to report on the Lilla Willy conservation project.  The project involves 51 acres of open fields, meadow, woods, and a pond on the East side of Academy Road.  The appraisal and a budget have been completed.  Vermont Housing and Conservation Board (VHCB) voted to support the project.  UVLT is proposing that the Conservation Commission contribute $1,750 for one half of the appraisal cost.  They need an additional $2,917 for the project, which they are trying to get from the state.

4. Jeannie McIntyre also reported that they now have a contract with the Halseys to conserve their 27.3 acres of wetland on Houghton Hill Road.  They need to raise $26,800 by December 31 to complete the project.  They are hoping to raise the funds from the Commission’s Conservation Fund and from fundraising efforts.  They would like assistance from the Conservation Commission with the fundraising effort.  On Monday, UVLT is planning to meet to discuss if they should go forward with the project.
5. Heather made a motion that we pledge $5,000 from the Conservation Fund towards the conservation of the Zebedee wetlands.  Amy seconded.  Motion was approved.

6. Heather made a motion that we approve gifting $1,750 to the UVLT from the Conservation Fund for the Willey Meadows project.  Skip seconded.  Motion was approved.

7. We discussed Li’s proposal for the Wetlands mapping grant.  Li has written a draft proposal.  The proposal needs to be submitted by November 30.  Heather moved that we apply for the grant.  Stephanie Seconded.  Motion was approved.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The November 25 meeting will be cancelled.  The next meeting is December 9, 2009.  
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
