Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – October 21, 2009

Present: Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy, Stephanie Carter, Heather Carlos, Li Shen, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Connie Snyder, Skip Sturman
1. The minutes from 9-23-09 were approved as amended.
2. Li presented a proposed 2010 Conservation Commission budget and our 2009 expenditures to date.  Li will contact the select board so that we can discuss our budget with them.
3. Heather presented the summary that she, Skip, and Ann have drafted regarding the use of the Thetford Conservation Fund.  This is a work in progress and will be discussed at our next meeting.
4. Discussed trash on the Hughes Forest.  Li will contact Selectboard.  Ann will contact the Thetford police.
5. Li gave a report from the invasives committee.  They have identified the following invasive plant priorities – 

Hughes Forest - Phragmites and Honeysuckle around the pond,
Post Mills - Honeysuckle on the access road,
Taylor parcel – Japanese Knotweed and Honeysuckle.
6. Eric reported on his and Ann’s walk on the Hughes Forest with Phil O’Donnell regarding a proposed snowmobile trail.  The proposed trail would extend from Poor Farm Road North going parallel and above Sawnee Bean Road.  The Snowcoasters have completed the new trails procedure form.  A motion was made and approved that the CC recommend to the Selectboard that the CC be allowed to work with the Snowcoasters to lay out a trail and to seek approval from UVLT.  Li will contact the Selectboard.
7. Li spoke to Libby Chapin regarding the Lake Fairlee Association’s recent meeting regarding the treatment of Milfoil with herbicides.  They would like somebody from the Conservation Commission to attend the meetings.
8. Li has informed the Selectboard that she is working on a wetlands mapping grant proposal.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is November 11, 2009.  The November 25 meeting will be cancelled.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
