Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – October 13, 2010
Present: Li Shen, Ann Lavanway, Heather Carlos, Amy McElroy, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Connie Snyder, Skip Sturman
Absent: Stephanie Carter
Guests: none
1. The minutes from 9/22/2010 were approved.
2. We discussed whether we should hire Ehrhard Frost to flag the PMNA/Braley property boundary.  A motion was made, seconded, and passed that the Commission authorizes Li to hire Ehrhard Frost for $300 to do flagging on the PMNA/Braley property boundary.  The $300 is from the 2010 budget.  We may need to hire him to do more work on this in 2011 if $300 is not enough to complete the flagging.
3. Amy reported that she spoke to Ehrhard Frost about brush-hogging the portion of the Hughes Forest property, which is the early successional field on the north side of Sawnee Bean Road.  Ehrhard said that he felt that periodic brush hogging would be fine, but to consult the Audubon report.  The Audubon report recommends brush-hogging every 10 to 15 years.
4. Discussed planning for our 2011 budget.  Li will send the Selectboard our proposed 2011 budget by October 15.
5. Li reminded the Commission members to send her an accounting of the amount of time they have spent on invasives including: training, field work on town properties, and attending presentations.
6. Li has not yet written the statement to the Development Review Board regarding the Sanborn subdivision.  It is due by the October 26th hearing.  The Commission discussed various issues with the property: agricultural land, wet soils, the Conant Swamp, swale impacts, and the delineation of the wetlands.
7. Discussed the Post Mills Nature Area fields.  The Selectboard has been asked again about haying the PMNA fields.  We would like Li to let the Selectboard know that bobolinks have been seen in the fields this year, and to remind them of the Commission’s recommendations which we presented to them on this topic earlier this year.
8. Skip will write a small article for the Town of Thetford news letter regarding the work that the Thetford Conservation Commission has done.
9. The Commission discussed a possible conservation opportunity on Route 113, adjacent to other conserved land.
10. Li will send Commission members the form that the Selectboard sent her asking for input for the Town Land Assets Policy.  The Commission will provide the Selectboard with a statement.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.
The next meeting is October 27, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,
Amy McElroy
