Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – January 26, 2011 at 7:15 PM
Present: Li Shen, Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy, Eric Pyle, Connie Snyder, Skip Sturman, Bob Pulaski, Heather Carlos, Stephanie Carter
Absent: none
Guests: none
1. The minutes from December 8 were approved as amended.
2. Li presented the map of “Thetford Wetland Inventory and Assessment” prepared by Arrowwood Environmental.  Class I and II wetlands are not indicated as significant wetlands on the map.  Also all VSWI (VT Significant Wetlands Inventory) are not on the map.  Li will ask Michael Lew Smith to update the map.  We’d also like more hard copies of the map.  Heather will send Li suggested updates to map.
3. Approved Ehrhard's invoice from December 23, 2010 of $375 for flagging PMNA-Braley line and professional services.

4. Approved Arrowwood Environmental’s invoice 2011-105 for $210.  Arrowwood has submitted the final report and map.  We will ask Arrowwood to do a presentation of the findings from their study.  Connie will contact the library about availability of the library room in April.
5. Discussed the Thetford Academy subdivision on Godfrey Road.  The proposed driveway will cross Zebedee Brook.  Li will write a letter to the Development Review Board with our concerns and suggest that they follow the recommendations of the state’s River Management Plan.  The next hearing is on Tuesday, Feb 22nd.

6. Heather moved that we approve the Priority Matrix as a tool for evaluating potential conservation projects.  Skip seconded. The motion passed.  (Priority Matrix is pasted below.)
7. Discussed draft guidelines for assisting landowners with conservation.  Heather will make some updates based on the discussion, and bring back a new draft for further discussion at our next meeting.
8. Approved, as revised, the Thetford Conservation Commission Statement on Town Land Policy.

The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is February 9, 2011.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
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Project Name – Date








	 Priority
	Category
	Description
	Project Name

	Highest 
	Water 
Features
	Contains or borders surface water, floodplain, wetlands or vernal pools
	

	
	
	Provides protection for aquifer/drinking water
	

	
	Agriculture
	Managed for agricultural or protects agricultural soil of statewide or prime importance
	

	
	Endangered, 
threatened, 
rare
	State or locally recognized species or landcover 
	

	
	
	Contains a Natural Heritage Site
	

	
	Linkage
	Protects significant part of the Core Forest 
	

	
	
	Contains a wildlife corridor (need to define better, prove that is one)
	

	
	

	High 
	Public Access
	Public is allowed and encouraged to use property
	

	
	
	Project is accessible to public(parking, road frontage)
	

	
	Views
	Contains scenic views, ridgelines or high peaks
	

	
	Silviculture
	Managed for sustainable silviculture
	

	
	

	Medium
	Recreation
	Contains recreational trails, Provides access for hunting, fishing, boating
	

	
	Significant 
features
	Contains significant geologic or historic features or Class IV road frontage
	


	
	Category
	Description
	Project Name

	Flags
	Political /
 social
	Commitment by landowner to past projects
	

	
	
	Public Support and/or appeal
	

	
	
	Consistent with Town Plan
	

	
	
	Project Feasibility
	

	
	Education
	Is used by schools and other educators
	

	
	Size
	Parcel size
	

	
	
	Is proximal to other conserved lands or public lands managed for conservation
	

	
	Development
	Encroaching or threat of development
	

	
	
	Adjacent properties are likely to be developed in a manner that would significantly diminish the conservation values 
	

	
	Quality
	Degree of invasives/plan (and funding) for invasive control
	

	
	Other
	 Factors not included above
	


Species 

Birds: 

Trees: 

Shrubs: 
Non-flowering plants: 

Flowering plants: 

Orchids: 

Animals:  

Invasive plant species: 
Adopted January 2011

