Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – January 13, 2010
Present: Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy, Stephanie Carter, Heather Carlos, Li Shen, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Connie Snyder, Skip Sturman
Guests: Lowell Barrows, Marcia Groszek
1. The minutes from 11/11/09 were approved.
2. Heather moved that we approve gifting the previously pledged $5,000 to the UVLT for the Zebedee Headwaters project.  Connie seconded.  All approved.
3. Li presented the new town Reimbursement Policy.  Heather moved that the Chair and Treasurer be the designated people to authorize Conservation Commission reimbursements.  All approved.
4. Terry Tempest Williams, renowned environmentalist, will speak at Dartmouth on January 25 at 4:30.
5. Stephanie reported on Linking Lands Alliance.  She showed a map of habitat blocks where primary and secondary linkages have been identified.  LLA is doing some tracking to verify the identified linkages between habitat blocks.  Amy will contact members about tracking in Thetford.
6. Li reported on the Wetland Buffer Requirements, which the Planning Commission is drafting to be added the Zoning Regulations.
7. Li read Lake Fairlee Association’s statement recommending the use of herbicides for Milfoil control in the lake.  They have applied to the state for a permit to use the herbicides.  A vote was taken on support for the statement.  A majority of Conservation Commission members support the statement.
8. The Zebedee Headwaters has been conserved.  Connie reported on the fundraising for the Zebedee Headwaters.  She read a very nice letter that she received from Fran Haugen as an example of community response to the project and as a tribute to the late Richard Haugen, a charter Conservation Commission member.  Skip noted that Connie, Li, and Heather did a fantastic job on the Zebedee fundraising.  Lowell Barrows and the Environmental Club helped with the Zebedee project at Thetford Academy.
9. Heather proposed having three Wetland Walks – at Zebedee Headwaters, Conant Swamp, and Ehrhard Frost’s.  Heather will set the dates and send an email to Commission members with a to-do list.  Connie will communicate with UVLT about their ideas for a Zebedee celebration.  A combination talk, refreshments, and walk at the swamp are being planned.
10. Tiny grants from AVCC were discussed:  Two ideas are for invasive plant removal and blazing of property boundaries.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is January 27, 2010.  We will be discussing conservation priorities.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
